
2025 Academic CV of Tessa Moll 
 
 
A.   PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
Languages  English (native), Danish (intermediate)  
E-mail   tessa.moll@uct.ac.za 
Web profiles  ORCID, Web of Science, Google Scholar, LinkedIn, Academia.edu, 
Areas of specialisation Social Anthropology of reproduction, environment and race in South Africa; 

postcolonial and feminist science and technology studies 
 
 
B.   HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 
2014-2020 University of Cape Town, Doctor of Philosophy in Social Anthropology. This degree was 

supervised in full by Professor Fiona Ross within the research group the Anthropology of 
the First Thousand Days of Life (Mellon-funded Chair). The title of my doctoral thesis is 
“Beyond the petri dish: Potentiality in assisted conception in South Africa.” 

2009-2010 University of Cape Town, Master of Social Science in Gender Studies (Awarded with a 
First). This degree was supervised in full by Professor Jane Bennett at the African Gender 
Institute. The title of my master’s dissertation is “Bodies across borders: embodiment and 
experiences of migration for southern African international studies at the University of 
Cape Town.”  

2002-2006 University of Texas at Austin, Bachelor of Journalism (Print) and Bachelor of Arts in 
American Studies (minor in Women’s Studies) 

 
 
C.   ACADEMIC WORK HISTORY & TEACHING 
 
2024-2025: Stellenbosch University, School of Arts & Social Sciences, Postdoctoral Research 

Fellow. 
2021-2024: University of the Witwatersrand, School of Public Health, Postdoctoral Research Fellow.  
2020-2021: Deakin University, Institute for Citizenship & Globalization, Postdoctoral Research 

Fellow. 
2018-present: School for International Training, International Honors Program, Lecturer.  
 
As lecturer: 

School for International Training, International Honors Program:  

2019-present   Globalization and Health (undergraduate) 
2019     Public Health (undergraduate) 
2018-2019      Health, Culture & Community (undergraduate) 
2018-2019   Community-Based Research Methods & Ethics (undergraduate) 
 
University of Cape Town 

2018 Medical Anthropology (undergraduate) 
 
IES Abroad, Cape Town  

2017-2018    Dialogues on Diversity (undergraduate) 
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As guest lecturer: 

1. “Reproductive Technologies” and “Race and Reproductive Justice” modules in Medical 
Anthropology (undergraduate) in the Department of Social Anthropology at the University of 
Cape Town, South Africa. April-May 2025. 

2. “Reproductive Technologies” module in Medical Anthropology (3rd year undergraduate-level 
course) in the Institute for Cultural Anthropology and Development Sociology at Leiden 
University, the Netherlands. April 2025. 

3. “Social Stratification: Race & Gender” module in Social Medicine and Intersecting Inequalities 
(undergraduate) in the Department of Global Health and Social Medicine at King’s College 
London, UK. February 2025. 

4. “Epistemology and Feminist Science and Technology Studies” module in Global Maternal and 
Child Health (postgraduate) in the College of Public Health at the University of South Florida, 
USA. January 2025. 

5. “The Politics of Reproduction” module in Social Science and Health (postgraduate) in the 
Department of Sociology and Social Anthropology at Stellenbosch University, South Africa. 
August 2024. 

6. “Biopolitics and Biocitizenship” module in Medical Anthropology (undergraduate) in the 
Department of Social Anthropology at the University of Cape Town, South Africa. April 2018. 

 
 
D.   RESEARCH PROJECTS 
 
2025-2030 DDT Relations: Tracing chemical alterlife in South Africa malaria control, Principal 

Investigator. Funded by the Wellcome Trust Early Career Award.   
2024-2025 Constructing a timeline of racial classifications in South Africa, co-investigator (PI: Dr 

Phila Msimang, Stellenbosch University). Project funded as part of CIRCoRe 
Workstream IV on Race, Human Categorisation and Science.  

2021-2024 Emerging assisted reproductive markets in Southern Africa, researcher (PI: Prof Andrea 
Whittaker, Monash University). Ethnographic exploration of mobilities in fertility 
markets in Southern Africa. Funded by the Australian Research Council. 

2020-2021 Impressionable Bodies: Epigenetic models of plasticity in the Global South, co-
investigator (PI: Assoc/Prof Maurizio Meloni, Deakin University). A sociological 
exploration of emerging models of postgenomic plasticity. Funded by the Australian 
Research Council.  

2020-2022 Financialisation of Fertility: Australia and South Africa, co-Principal Investigator (with 
Dr Jaya Keaney, Deakin University). A survey of patient financing and debt associated 
with fertility treatments. Funded by the Deakin Institute for Citizenship & Globalization. 

2018-2019 Breastfeeding Counselling: A qualitative evidence synthesis, researcher (PI: Dr Emma 
Sacks, Georgetown University). Systematic review of breastfeeding counselling literature 
for the World Health Organization.  

 
 
E.   PUBLICATIONS  
 
Academic books 
 

1. Moll, Tessa. Forthcoming. Curating Conception: Race and Reproduction in South Africa (Rutgers 
University Press, 2026).  
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2. Pentecost, Michelle, Jaya Keaney, Tessa Moll and Michael Penkler (Eds.). 2024. The Handbook 
of DOHaD and Society: The past, present and future of biosocial collaboration. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press. 

 
Articles in refereed journals 
 

1. – Under Review. Manderson, Lenore, Tessa Moll, Trudie Gerrits and Andrea Whittaker. “Regional 
cross-border fertility patients in South Africa.” Therapeutic Advances in Reproductive Medicine. 

2. – Forthcoming. Moll, Tessa. “Toward a politics of (in)fertility: Reproductive debility in sub-
Saharan Africa.” American Anthropologist.  

3. – Forthcoming. Hegarty, Ben, Maurizio Meloni, Ayuba Issaka, Luca Chiapperino, Tessa Moll and 
Sam Cadman. “What language does STS speak? A sociology of bibliometrics for understanding 
the interplay between geography, language, and power.” Social Studies of Science.  

4. Moll, Tessa. 2024. “Egg providers in eGoli: Operability and aspiration in South African fertility 
markets.” American Ethnologist, 51(4): 568-579. (HTML) 

5. Moll, Tessa, Maurizio Meloni and Ayuba Issaka. 2024. “Foetal programming meets human capital: 
Development, biological plasticity, and the limits to the ‘economization of life’.” BioSocieties, 
19(3): 424-451. (HTML) 

6. Moll, Tessa. 2022. “Six days in plastic: IVF, potential, and risk in the postgenomic age.” Science, 
Technology & Human Values, 47(6): 1253-1276. (HTML) 

7. Meloni, Maurizio, Tessa Moll, Ayuba Issaka and Christopher Kuzawa. 2022. “A biosocial return 
to race? A cautionary view for the post-genomic era.” American Journal of Human Biology, 34(7): 
e23742. (HTML) 

• Awarded Editor’s Choice Article 
• Ranked within top 10% most downloaded articles in AJHB 

8. Moll, Tessa, Trudie Gerrits, Karin Hammersberg, Lenore Manderson and Andrea Whittaker. 2022. 
“Reproductive travel to, from and within sub-Sahara Africa: a scoping review.” Reproductive 
BioMedicine & Society Online, 14: 271-288. (HTML) 

9. Moll, Tessa. 2021. “Medical mistrust and enduring racism in South Africa.” Symposium: 
Institutional Racism, Whiteness, and Bioethics. Journal of Bioethical Inquiry, 18: 117–120. 
(HTML) 

• Assigned reading for Medical Anthropology (undergraduate course) at the University of 
Cape Town 

• Assigned reading for Social Sciences and Health (honours course) at Stellenbosch 
University 

10. Ross, Fiona and Tessa Moll. 2020. “Assisted Reproduction: politics, ethics, and anthropological 
futures.” Medical Anthropology, 39(6): 553-562. (HTML) 

• Assigned for Medical Anthropology (undergraduate course) at University of Cape Town 
11. Moll, Tessa. 2019. “Making a Match: Curating Race in South African Gamete Donation.” 

Medical Anthropology, 38(7): 588-602. (HTML) 
• Assigned reading for Medical Anthropology (undergraduate course) at the University of 

Cape Town 
• Assigned reading for Medical Anthropology (undergraduate course) at Leiden University 

12. Pande, Amrita and Tessa Moll. 2018. “Gendered Bio-Responsibilization: Travelling Egg Provision 
in South Africa.” Reproductive BioMedicine & Society Online, 6: 23-33. (HTML) 

13. Moll, Tessa. 2015. “Biological Relatives: IVF, Stem Cells, and the Future of Kinship by Sarah 
Franklin.” Anthropology Southern Africa, 38(1-2):149-151. (HTML) 
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Book chapters 
 

1. – Forthcoming. Moll, Tessa. “Egg markets in flux: Globalization, inequalities, and technology in 
the changing fertility markets in South Africa.” In Conceiving Change: Rethinking Reproduction 
in Africa. Mkhwanazi, N and D Bhana (eds.). London: Zed Books. 

2. – Forthcoming. Moll, Tessa. “Reproducing worlds: Ethnographic approaches in environmental 
health research.” In Handbook of Health and Environmental Humanities. Abrams, A., V. Bates, 
and R Gomex (eds.). London: Routledge.  

3. Penkler, Michael, Jaya Keaney, Tessa Moll and Michelle Pentecost. 2024. “DOHaD Pasts, 
Presents, and Futures: An Introduction.” In The Handbook of DOHaD and Society. Pentecost, M, 
J Keaney, T Moll and M Penkler (eds.). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. Pp. 1-16. 
(HTML) 

4. Meloni, Maurizio, Christopher Kuzawa, Ayuba Issaka and Tessa Moll. 2024. “A biosocial return 
to race? Racial differences in DOHaD and environmental epigenetics”. In The Handbook of 
DOHaD and Society. Pentecost, M, J Keaney, T Moll and M Penkler (eds.). Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press. Pp. 57-68. (HTML) 

5. Moll, Tessa, Trudie Gerrits, Karin Hammarberg, Lenore Manderson et Andrea Whittaker. 2024. 
“Voyages reproductifs en provenance et au sein de l’Afrique subsaharienne : vue d’ensemble". In 
Voyager pour procréer au Maghreb. Expériences au sein d'une nouvelle industrie médicale. 
Rouland, B and I Maffi (eds.). Paris: Karthala-IRMC. Pp. 35-74. 

6. Ross, Fiona, Michelle Pentecost and Tessa Moll. 2023. “Epigenetics and the anthropology of 
reproduction.” In A Companion to the Anthropology of Reproductive Medicine and Technology. 
van Hollen, CC and N Appleton (eds.) Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons. Pp 458-472. 

• Assigned reading for Social Sciences and Health (honours course) at Stellenbosch 
University 

7. Moll, Tessa. 2022. “Subjects of scarcity: making white egg providers in South Africa.” In Birth 
Controlled: Selective Reproduction and Neoliberal Eugenics in South Africa and India, A Pande 
(ed.) Manchester: Manchester University Press. Pp 314-340.  

• Book awarded Honorable Mention from Society of Medical Anthropology (American 
Anthropological Association)  

8. Moll, Tessa. 2021. “Reproduction, Sacrificial Life, and the Logics of Attrition in the Afterlife of 
Apartheid.” In Birthing Techno-Sapiens: Human-Technology Co-Evolution and the Future of 
Reproduction, R Davis-Floyd (ed.). New York: Routledge. Pp 90-102. 

 
Other academic output  
 

1. Msimang, Phila and Tessa Moll. 2025. “An abridge timeline of shifting racial classification in 
South Africa, 1652-present.” figshare. Figure. (HTML)  

2. Keaney, Jaya and Tessa Moll. 2020. Fertility care in the era of COVID. Policy Brief. Alfred Deakin 
Institute. (PDF) 

3. Moll, Tessa. 2020. “Gloves, embryos, and DDT: Thinking with surfaces on toxicity in South 
Africa.” Somatosphere. (HTML) 

4. Moll, Tessa. 2018. “Blue binders of white donors: Sorting race out in South African IVF.” 
Somatosphere. (HTML)  
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F.   INVITED TALKS AND CONFERENCE PAPERS  
 
Invited talks 
 

1. 2024. “Egg providers in eGoli: Operability and aspiration in South African fertility markets.” 
Aarhus University, Denmark. Department of Social Anthropology, Departmental Seminar Series. 
13 December. 

2. 2024. "Six Days in Plastic: Potentiality, normalization, and IVF in the postgenomic era.” Aarhus 
University, Denmark. Department of Social Anthropology, Caring for the Future Seminar Series. 
27 June. 

3. 2024. “Emerging assisted reproductive markets in Southern Africa.” Southern African Society of 
Reproductive Medicine and Gynaecological Endoscopy (SASREG) Congress. 9 March. 

4. 2023. “Debility and infertility: ARTs in sub-Saharan Africa.” École des Hautes Études en 
Sciences Sociales (EHESS-Paris). Black Reproductive Health and Rights: A Global Discussion. 
16 June. 

5. 2022. “Racial matching in third-party assisted reproduction in South Africa.” European Society of 
Reproduction and Embryology (ESHRE), Precongress Course. 3 July. 

6. 2019. “IVF success rates in regimes of truth and hope.” University of Cape Town. Department of 
Social Anthropology Seminar Series. 13 August. 

7. 2018. “Papers, Pictures, Persons: Racialisation in the matching of gamete donors in South 
Africa.” University of Cape Town. Department of Social Anthropology Seminar Series. 27 
March. 

 
Hosting of panels at professional meetings: 

 
1. 2024. Panel: “More than genetics: Doing resemblance, social connection, intimacy, and kinship” 

(with Andrea Whittaker and Roos Metselaar).Society for the Social Study of Science (4S) Annual 
Meeting.  

2. 2024. Roundtable: “Interdisciplinary research in DOHaD: the future of biosocial collaboration” 
(with Michael Penkler, Michelle Pentecost, and Jaya Keaney). Society for the Social Study of 
Science (4S) Annual Meeting.  

3. 2023. Panel: “Biopolitics as geopolitics: Emerging reproductive value chains and extractive 
labour practices” (with Johanna Gondouin and Åsa Eriksson). South Africa – Sweden University 
Forum (SASUF) at University of the Western Cape. 

4. 2023. Panel: “Reproductive Futures: Aspirations, Ancestors, and Anxieties” (with Nanna 
Schneidermann and Deevia Bhana). European Conference on African Studies (ECAS) at 
University of Cologne. 
 

Conference presentations 
 
1. 2024. “Egg donors in eGoli: Operability and aspiration in South African fertility markets.” Re-

worlding Reproduction: Emerging Knowledge, Politics, and Practices of Justice at the University 
of Pretoria. 17 September. 

2. 2023. “Foetal programming meets human capital.” Society for the Social Studies of Science (4S) 
Annual Meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii. 10 November. 

3. 2023. “Egg aspirations in eGoli: Bio-cosmopolitanism and egg donation.”Anthropology Southern 
Africa (ASnA) Annual Conference at the University of the Western Cape. 8 September. 

4. 2023. “Egg aspirations: Providing eggs in the City of Gold.” European Conference on African 
Studies (ECAS) at University of Cologne. 31 May. 
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5. 2022. “Managing the future: Curature and reproductive technologies in the afterlife of apartheid.” 
Reproductive Futures: Emergent Injustices, Hopes and Paradoxes at Tampere University. 16 
June. 

6. 2022. “Mobilities of assisted reproductive staff across borders.” Reproductive Futures: Emergent 
Injustices, Hopes and Paradoxes at Tampere University. 16 June. 

7. 2021. “Managing the future: Reproductive technologies in the afterlife of apartheid.” Annual 
Anthropology Southern Africa (AsnA) Annual Conference at the University of Namibia. 2 
December.  

8. 2020. “Microscopes and ‘Scoping’: IVF, Potentiality, and Reproduction in the Postgenomic 
Age.” Society for the Social Studies of Science (4S) Annual Meeting in Prague, Czech Republic. 
18 August. 

9. 2018. “Goodness in the Genes: Respectability, Egg Donation and the Maintenance of South 
African Whiteness.” Remaking Reproduction: The Global Politics of Reproductive Technologies 
at the University of Cambridge. 28 June. 

10. 2017. “Gendered Bio-Responsibilization: Traveling Egg Providers in South Africa. Dreaming 
Feminist Futures at the University of Cape Town. 22 May. 

11. 2017. “Gendered Bio-Responsibilization: Traveling Egg Providers in South Africa.” American 
Anthropological Association (AAA) Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. 27 November. 

12. 2017. “Making race in South Africa: Curature and the production of similarities in donor 
matching.” American Ethnological Society (AES) Spring Conference at Stanford University. 30 
March. 

13. 2016. “Mixing and Matching: Race and Inheritance in Assisted Reproduction in South Africa.” 
Contemporary Ethnography Across Disciplines (CEAD) Conference at the University of Cape 
Town. 16 November. 

14. 2015. “Statistics, Time and Success in Assisted Reproductive Technologies.” Anthropology 
Southern Africa (AsnA) Annual Conference at University of the North-West (South Africa). 30 
November. 

 
 
G. SELECTED AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND GRANTS 
 
2025-2030 Wellcome Trust Early-Career Scholar. R11.9million (ZAR) total award.  
2023 Wenner Gren Conference Fund. $20,000 (USD) total award toward Re-worlding 

Reproduction conference.  
2021 Culture, Environment, and Science (CES) Stream Funding, Alfred Deakin Institute, 

Deakin University. $3,400 (AUD) for pilot research ‘Financalization of Fertility’. 
2018 Runner-up for Graduate Student Paper Competition, Council on Anthropology & 

Reproduction, American Anthropological Association (AAA). 
2015-2017 Oppenheimer Memorial Trust Doctoral Award. R240,000 (ZAR) total award. 
2014-2017   UCT Doctoral Bursary Award. R45,000 (ZAR) total award. 
 
 
H. PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 
2024 Expert consultant for Reveal podcast “In Gaza, every pregnancy is complicated.” 

(HTML)  
2023-present Expert consultant for re:collection, a multimedia (film, arts, and podcast) project on 

repatriation of human remains in South African scientific institutions.  
2021 Guest on JBI Dialogues to discuss work on institutional whiteness, bioethics, and 

biomedicine in South Africa. (HTML)  
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2020 “Imagining new futures in the wake of COVID.” Institute for Postcolonial Studies, 
Melbourne. (HTML)  

 
 
I. LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE 
 
2025-2026 Steering Committee member for University of Cape Town ResearchConnect project. 
2025 Examiner, Master’s dissertation in Social Anthropology, University of Cape Town. 
2024 Steering Committee Chair, conference Re-worlding Reproduction: Emerging 

knowledges, politics, and practices of reproduction at the University of Pretoria. 
2023-2024 Chair, Organizing Committee, conference Re-worlding Reproduction: Emerging 

knowledges, politics, and practices of reproduction at the University of Pretoria. 
2021-2022 Reference group member, Water Research Commission project, “An Evidence‐based 

Review of the Health Effects of Extreme Weather Events: towards Developing a Health 
Vulnerability Index.” 

2020-2021 Convenor, Early Career Scholars (ECR) Epigenetics Writing Group, Deakin University. 
2020-2021 Member, Society for the Social Study of Science professional society 
2017 Member, American Anthropological Association professional society 
2014-2017 Convenor, First Thousand Days of Life Reading Group, University of Cape Town. 
2014-present Member, Anthropology Southern Africa professional society 
 
Service on editorial boards and peer review 
 
Reviewer/reviewed for:  
 

Medical Anthropology Quarterly | BioSocieties | Medical Anthropology | SSM – Qualitative Research 
in Health | BMC Women’s Health | Reproductive BioMedicine & Society Online | Anthropology 
Southern Africa | NORA Nordic Journal of Feminist and Gender Research | Reproduction & Fertility  

 


